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THE TALON
 On Oct 22, a freshman at Osbourn posted 
a photo on Instagram of a gun with a caption 
threatening to attack the school. Police com-
menced an investigation that same day. 

School Division 
Handles Threat to 
Student Safety

 The students wait for their teachers to turn 
their backs. That’s their cue. The Juulers reach 
into their pocket for a small, sleek device that 
looks like a flash drive. But instead of holding 
files, it holds nicotine.
 The Juul is an e-cigarette that uses pods, each 
containing the amount of nicotine equivalent to 
a pack of cigarettes. This device can easily be 
concealed in students’ palms. Administration has 
been taking precautions to crack down on Juul 
use in the school. 
 “The teachers and I periodically check the 
bathrooms, and if we see  anything or smell any-
thing, we seize the juuls,” said Ken Hoyt, security 
officer at OHS. 
 Teachers and administrators have started to 
pick up on the art of Juuling. Students who take 
frequent bathroom breaks or put their heads in 
their shirts could be suspected for Juuling, as 
these behaviors are typical of juulers. 
 “Your first offense if you are found with a Juul 
[is] one day out of school suspension...we confis-
cate the juul and your parents have to pick it up, 
or we destroy it,” said Assistant Principal Rania 
Hammad.
 One reason Juuls are so popular among teens 
is that they come in 8 different flavors, including 
crème brulee, cool mint, mango, and fruit medley, 
to name a few. Each Juul pod contains the same 
amount of nicotine as one to two packs of ciga-
rettes. Another explanation for the growing pop-
ularity is that vaping is now socially normalized.
 “[Juuling is]all over OHS because it is what ev-
eryone is doing. It’s cool to juul,” said junior Love 

Teachers and students dis-
cuss juuling and its influence 
around the school

“

- Ivy Powell, 11 The Juul is an e-cigarette that uses pods, each con-
taining the amount of nicotine equivalent to a pack of 
cigarettes. Osbourn’s administration has been taking 
precautions to crack down on juul use in the school. 

I think it’s stupid to juul 
in school...you can do 
whatever you want out 
of school but if you can’t 
even take away 5 minutes 
from juuling in school, 
that’s a problem.”

Juul 
Comes 
to 
School

Meet the New 
Counselors

PG. 3

PG. 2

Delaney. “It’s the new trend.”
 “If you’ve seen on TV, [the American govern-
ment] is giving the e-cigarette companies 60 days 
to find a way to stop marketing towards teenag-
ers, or they’re going to pull them off the shelves 
and won’t sell them anymore,” said Hoyt.
 When the juuling issue first came to the atten-
tion of the FDA, they announced a 60 day dead-
line for all Juuling companies to change their 
marketing strategy to avoid teens. If they did not 
do so in this time, their products would be taken 
off of the shelves. 
 But the FDA, under Gottlieb,  delayed the com-
pliance deadline for the regulation of e-cigarettes 
until 2022, giving the vaping companies an extra 
four years. 
 “Juuling is worse than smoking cigarettes,” 
said Hoyt. “The nicotine content in a Juul is a lot 
more severe than in cigarettes, and personally, I 
think they’re going to find that the vapor affects 
the lungs much quicker than in cigarettes.”
 There is dispute between students and admin-
istrators on the harmfulness of Juuls in compari-
son to cigarettes. Nicotine is often cited as the 
dangerous ingredient in cigarettes, but nicotine 
itself is not recognized as a carcinogen, or poten-
tially cancer-causing ingredient. 
 The real health hazard is in the chemicals re-
leased from the tobacco in cigarettes. Over 7,000 
harmful chemicals are found in cigarettes, over 
250 of which are known carcinogens. 
 The danger of nicotine is that it is incredibly 
addictive, and keeps users hooked on the whole 
concoction of chemicals contained in the ciga-
rette. 
 “I think [Juuls] are better...than smoking a 
pack of cigarettes, [because] there is worse stuff 
in cigarettes than juuls,”  said Delaney.
 The e-cigarettes may have as much nicotine 
as a pack of cigarettes but won’t have nearly as 
many harmful chemicals. This still doesn’t mean 
that they are absolutely harmless. The nicotine 
inside the juuls is still very addictive. 
 This means that the juul company is making 
life long customers out of all of the teenagers do-
ing it. They become lifelong customers because 
most teens aren’t mentally developed by the time 
they get hooked on juuls. Their brains become 
rewired to respond positively to the Juul which 
then creates a vicious cycle.
 “Adults smoke cigarettes and teenagers do 
pods,” said junior Chance Hollingsworth.

Written by Chris Hernandez-Figueroa 
& Nate Lopez, Staff Writers
Illustration by Angie Garay,  Staff 
Artist
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Homecoming 
King & Queen 

“I am honored 
to represent 
the senior 
class.”

 “I went on Snapchat, and I saw everyone [post-
ing] this screenshot of a stock image from google 
with a caption on Instagram saying something 
about shooting up Osbourn,” said junior Ben Lo-
pez Del Pino.
 Students reacted quickly by screenshotting 
the the original post and posting it on other so-
cial media platforms, urging others not to go to 
school. 
 “I just thought it was a joke from the start - an 
empty threat,” said Del Pino.
 “I think he was messing around,” said senior 
Matthew Nowak, “considering the [direct mes-
sages] he sent to people saying he was just play-
ing around.” 
 Calls started pouring into the police station af-

ter the initial post. The police took action quickly 
and started an investigation, later finding out it 
was a freshman student at Osbourn. 
 “Anytime there’s a threat, the division handles 
it,” said Wanda Vincente, the dean of students at 
Osbourn. 
 “The division put out all of the information for 
us to know. They updated us and worked in con-
junction with the Manassas City Police to do an 
investigation,” said Vincente.
 Osbourn Principal Joseph Gabalski made calls 
to families informing them of the situation and 
that it was being investigated. Since parents and 
students alike still felt threatened by the post, 
many students didn’t show up to school the next 
day. Attendance reported over  800 students who 

Threat to Osbourn is posted 
on and spreads through social 
media

Written by Chris Hernandez-Figueroa, 
Staff Writer

did not attend school the following Monday.
 Nothing out of the ordinary occured on Mon-
day, however, because the student who made the 
threat was already in custody. 
 “We spoke to police and [they’re] telling us....
[the student who made the threat] is in custody 
and is facing two felony charges, and he is being 
held without bond,” said Justin Finch, a reporter 
for NBC who covered the event.
 “Situations like these should never be taken 
lightly,” said school counselor Ashley Hull. “I’m 
glad this wasn’t an active threat and nothing did 
happen and everyone is safe.”

-Leon Sunga, 12

Leon
Sunga

&
Abby

Fraizer



02 School News
The Met Gala Comes to Osbourn High
 On Saturday, Oct 13.  Osbourn High School 
hosted their annual Homecoming dance. Stu-
dents stood in a line that stretched into the 
parking lot in order to get in. The main gym was 
transformed into a dance floor complete with a 
DJ, photo booth and stage lights. Attendees could 
feast on cotton candy, popcorn and light refresh-
ments while in the lobby. Even the bathrooms 
in the Commons were decorated for the night. 
Homecoming created a night full of lights, danc-
ing, food, music and photos that the entire stu-
dent body can participate in.
 “This year’s Homecoming ended up being very 
promising. I had low expectations coming in, but 
the actual dance blew me away,” junior Marwan 
Elkurdi said. This year’s theme for Homecom-
ing was the Met Gala. Students wore fancy attire 
reminiscent of the Met Gala Ball that takes place 
every year in New York. One disadvantage to 
this was that many were confused on the actual 
theme for Homecoming due to the varying styles 
people wore and lack of thematic decor.
 “[My favorite part was] getting to take photos 
with different groups of friends,” said senior Eri-
ca Campos.
 “The dance itself was pretty crazy at times,” ju-
nior Kenya Tibbs said. During some songs, the DJ 
even allowed students to come dance on stage. At 
one point, a large crowd formed around students 
busting out moves.

Students dance the night away at Met Gala-themed Homecoming after an active and competitive spirit week celebrating each 
class’ school spirit.

 Elkurdi, one of the students who went up on 
stage said, “I built up the courage to do a flip on 
stage.”
 Near the end of the dance, the introduction of 
the homecoming court started. The crowd parted 
in front of the stage in order to allow everyone 
to see the court make their approach. At the end 
of the makeshift runway, people formed a circle 
around the main figures of the night, Homecom-
ing King and Queen, seniors Leon Sunga and 
Abby Frazier.

“[It was] pretty crazy, wild, over-
whelming at times,” said junior 
Kenya Tibbs.

Students Spirit Showcase
Students share their takes on their preparation  and 
favorite parts of the Spirit Week theme days.

 “My favorite part was the slow dance with 
[Homecoming Queen] Abby because it was really 
awkward, yet hilarious,” said Sunga.
 “It was really nice that I knew Leon because 
it was very awkward, but it was still a good time. 
We still enjoyed ourselves,” said Frazier.
 Many were split on song selection and the DJ’s 
performance. Some believed that the most re-
cent DJ’s more diverse playlist was better, while 
others thought that former DJ’s more traditional 
dance track was more fitting.

 “Certain songs would really get the crowd 
hyped. The DJ tried to appeal to everyone,” said 
Elkurdi.
 On the other hand, some students did not like 
the songs the DJ chose, saying songs were played 
for too long.
 “Last year had much more consistent hype, [a] 
better DJ and songs that were easier to dance to,” 
said senior Diana Benites-Villalobos.
 “There clearly was not enough Bluegrass,” said 
senior Jackson Miller on his opinion of the song 
choices.
 Students gave suggestions to improve dances 
in later years, including themes, food and dress 
code.
 “For future homecomings, we should have do 
the musical Grease with a jukebox and a retro 
diner set up in the lobby,” Benites-Villalobos said.
 “I think we should have a classic Parisian night 
theme with a sky full of stars--the type you see in 
movies,” Sunga said.

“This year’s Homecom-
ing ended up being 
very promising. I had 
low expectations com-
ing in, but the actual 
dance blew me away.”

    - Marwan Elkurdi, 11

An Uneven Playing Field

 The Osbourn football team 
played Stonewall Jackson High 
School for the Homecoming 
football game on Oct 12. The fi-
nal score was 8-42 with Stone-
wall winning the game. 
 Stonewall is Osbourn’s rival, 
and a score like that must mean 
more than just a bad game.
 “We were outnumbered and 
outplayed, ” junior Luke Spall 
said.
 The Stonewall roster is 
more than double Osbourn’s 
roster. Additionally, many of 
Osbourn’s top players were not 
able to play, since they were in-
jured. The team didn’t have the 
substitutions the players need-
ed, having to play most plays 
back to back. 
 “We can’t compete in our 
division, we just don’t have 
enough players,” said varsity 
coach Michael Copeland. 
 Osbourn is classified as a 6A 
school, which means the school is 
in the largest division with 2183 
students. While this number is on 
par with the schools surrounding 
Manassas, Osbourn’s football num-
bers are nowhere near the other 
schools in the division. 

 Stonewall’s football team has a 
roster with 124 players while Os-
bourn has a roster of 49 players, 12 
of which are injured, ineligible, or 
stopped playing. 
 “Classification depends com-
pletely on [the] number of students 
enrolled and on the state,” said Ath-
letics Director Ira Degrood. 
 With no reclassification in sight, 

Varsity football falls to Stonewall Jackson in 
Homecoming game due to a lack of players

Senior Andy Lordsamba rushes 
past the defenders down the field.

Homecoming 
King and
Queen

 “It’s really cool being Home-
coming King,” said senior Leon 
Sunga.
 “I was just in shock. It didn’t 
even register when they called my 
name,” said senior Abby Frazier.
 “Portable fans for all!” joked 
Sunga on his first decree as 
Homecoming King.

“It felt good to [narrow 
the score gap], but my 
mindset is always ‘I 
want more.’” 
 - Luke Spall, 11

Written by Matt Shafer & Madeleine Hous-
er, Staff Writers
Photos by Victor O’Neill Studios

Written by Nick Lopez Del Pino 
Staff Writer
Photos by Victor O’Neill Studios
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Osbourn must depend on the play-
ers coming from Metz, people in the 
school, and current players to fill 
out the team so the football team 
can compete on a more even level.

Junior Chance Hollingsworth runs the 
ball while evading his opponenets.

“I just borrowed my Dad’s 
Hawaiian shirt, bought a lei, and 
put on sunglasses,” 
 -Mia Dozier (10)

“We just went to American Eagle 
and got two of everything.” 
 -Andrew Holladay (11)

“I had to buy the right jersey and an 
outfit to match with it.” 
 -Talia Prosper (11)

“I literally just changed out of my 
pajamas into new pajamas.” 
 -Brianna Breeding (10)

“I thought it was cool seeing 
how everyone can participate 
with shirts and accessories.”
 -Stephanie Vigil (10)

Mod by Angie Garay, Staff Writer
Photos Courtesy of Featured



03 School News
Meet the New 
Counselors
 There are many new faces joining 
the Osbourn counseling team this 
year: Shannon Kamenick, Alexandra 
Newcomb, Ashley Hull, Rachel Wol-
lenberg, Yildiz Teber, Juan Cañas, 
and Jayma Cobbs. The new counsel-
ors are very eager to begin working 
with students as apart of the Os-
bourn community.  
 All of the counselors are very ex-
cited to join Osbourn this year. There 
are many reasons why they chose to 
come work for Osbourn.
 “I moved back to the Northern 
Virginia area and Osbourn had an 
opening...I met Mrs. Rivera and Mr. 
Gabalski, and I really liked the two 
of them...the program that they were 
building here and the direction that 
the counseling department was go-
ing in, so that’s why I said yes,” said 
Wollenburg.
 “Mrs. Rivera, our coordinator, 
while I was getting my master degree 
in school counseling,” said Teber, 
“she was my mentor and I knew that 
she was the perfect person to work 
together with to help students more. 
That’s why I picked Osbourn,”
 “I chose to work for Osbourn be-
cause I was interested in the popu-
lation that you guys have here. It’s 
very different from what I’m used to, 
but I felt like I can really reach kids 
here,” said Hull.
 They all come from different 
backgrounds and are very diverse. 
However, they all share a common 
goal to help students.
 “I’ve always liked working with 
children. I volunteered in after-
school programs here in Manassas, 
and that’s where I really realized 
that’s what I wanted to do,” said Ca-
ñas.
 “I used to be a teacher and I re-
alized that when I was a teacher  I 
wanted to continue working with 

Osbourn welcomes seven new staff members 
in the counseling department

students but in a different capacity,” 
said Cobbs.
 The counselors all have different 
types of experience with working 
people. For Kamenick, Newcomb, 
and Hull, it is their first year of being 
a school counselor.
 “I just graduated in May with my 
degree in school counseling, so this 
is my first year as a school counsel-
or,” said Kamenick.
 “This my first year as a licensed 
school counselor. I did my internship 
work last year in St. Louis, so I’ve 
done a years worth, about 600 hours 
of practicum work, and this is my 
first year on my own as a licensed 
counselor,” said Newcomb.
 “This is my first job as a school 
counselor, so I’m getting all my expe-
rience here working with students 
at Osbourn. I got a little bit of expe-
rience in my internships, but it’s not 
the same as being here as a school 
counselor full time,” said Hull.
 Being a school counselor is a very 
demanding job with many students 
depending on these new staff mem-
bers.
 “Making a difference with stu-
dents and being there when they 
need me and being able to help them 
in any way I can,” said Cañas.
 “The biggest thing that motivates 
me to show up to work is knowing 
that there [are] a lot of people who 
are depending on me to be here.” 
said Newcomb. “It’s not a job where 
I take a day off, or I can just get to it 
on Monday. If there’s someone who 
actually needs me who’s having a 
rough day...I want to be there for that 
person.”

Thrifting 
Fashion
Not just a way to save cash; 
thrifting is revitalizing the 
fashion industry

 Students seeking out vintage or unique trea-
sures are taking to thrift stores to combat mo-
nopolistic apparel industries, save money, and 
better portray who they are to the world.
 “People seem to be dressing more vibrantly 
than ever before,” said junior Zala Jahani, “and I 
think thrifting adds to the availability of this op-
tion.”
 There are a plethora of differences between 
people, societies, and cultures; but for the most 
part, one thing remains constant - the need for 
clothing. The clothes someone wears represents 
who they are. From goals to heritage, clothes 
speak first.
 Most localities are home to a few varieties of 
thrift shops, and Manassas is no exception. 
 “Goodwill and Plato’s closet are really awe-
some places for [thrifting],” said sophomore Isa-
belle Lucas. “I like the amazing style you can cre-
ate for yourself for such low prices. The jackets in 
thrift stores are always super fun too, especially 

for autumn.”
 Thrift stores offer a vast array of clothing, 
brands, styles, and sizes, enticing those with 
unique palettes or a thrifty side. 
 “It was fun, cheap, and easy,” said senior Nate 
Roberts. “I found a nice pair of Jordan’s for 30 
dollars.” 
 Not only is thrifting a form of recreation for 
some, it is also a movement that contrasts the 
fast-fashion industry and is an alternative solu-
tion for a more sustainable future. 
 “I don’t really thrift,” said sophomore Adrian 
Barriga, “but my first impression is that thrifting 
is a smarter way to shop for economic reasons.”
 Thrifted apparel is becoming a dominant form 
of clothing through the profound impacts of this 
fashion revolution, and its continual growth is 
becoming evident. 

Staff Spotlight: Dr. Kevin Newman

“If a student makes the decision and the 
choice to come to school, they’ve earned 
the right to get 110 percent from us.”
 - Dr. Kevin Newman

Written by Audrey Done, Staff Writer
Illustration by Madeleine Houser, Staff Editor

Written by Madeleine Houser, Staff Editor
Photo by Madeleine Houser, Staff Editor

“ It’s not a job where I take a 
day off, or I can just get to it 
on Monday. If there’s some-
one who actually needs me 
who’s having a rough day...I 
want to be there for that 
person.”

New superintendent shares his thoughts on Manassas City
 Over the summer, Osbourn welcomed many 
new staff members, including a new superinten-
dent, Dr. Kevin Newman. A superintendent is one 
of the top executive administrators who is part of 
the school board and makes decisions regarding 
school life, including programs and facilities. The 

Written by Karina Mata, Staff 
Writer
Photos by Karina Mata, Staff 
Photographer

superintendent also manages other members of 
the school staff. Newman has previously worked 
as a principal at King George’s and has previous 
experience being a superintendent at Colonial 
Beach.
 Dr. Newman has stated that his main priority 

as superintendent is student success.
 “I want to take this school division to 
be one where other divisions are saying, 
‘Wow, look at what the students of Manas-
sas City are able to accomplish.’” Dr. New-
man hopes that one day, the students of 
Osbourn will be outperforming students 
in other school districts.
 Newman explained, “We are in Region 
4 in our superintendent region, and then 
once we take care of Prince William and 
Manassas Park, then expand out to Region 
4, [we] then start comparing our schools 
to those schools. And then eventually they 
get a statewide comparison.” While this of 
course will take some time, Dr. Newman’s 
main goal is to make sure that the schools 
are providing the students with what they 
need, and supplying teachers and staff 
with the tools they need to make sure the 
students are successful.
 Having previously worked as both  a 
principal and a superintendent, Dr. New-
man decided to apply to Manassas City at 
the same time he and his family were con-
sidering moving.
 “I have a mentor that has been a super-
intendent for almost 20 years now, and 

it was just a perfect time for me and my family,” 
said Newman.
 As a child, Newman was in a similar situation 
as many students are in Manassas City.
 He isn’t unfamiliar with the problems faced 
in Manassas, saying, “We have 60 something 
percent of our students come from low income 
homes. When I was in school, I would have been 
in that category. I counted on coaches and teach-
ers who took me under their wing and just men-
tored me. And I always said I am going to do that 
for someone else, and that was my main goal of 
getting into education. And that’s why I say if 
there’s anything I can ever do for any kid in our 
division, if I can do it, I will.”
 On his decision in choosing to apply to Manas-
sas City, Newman said, “I’ve been in smaller 
school divisions and with the teams that I’ve 
been on - I can promise you, it’s never been just 
me. Just been working with the principals and 
staff and central office people. We have been 
able to have success and it’s one of those things 
where you say, ‘Can you do it in a larger division? 
Can these strategies work?’ And I truly believe 
teaching and learning [are] the same regardless 
of where you are at. And it’s the same students 
here that are in Colonial Beach, that are in King’s 
George.”
 While teaching and learning may be the same 
for students, including challenges such as com-
prehension, reading, and math concepts, there 
are subtleties to working for a much larger school 
division.
 “When you work in a small division, as a su-
perintendent, your hands are in a lot of different 
things: state reporting, discipline appeals. [But] 
when I came here, I’m online, I’m trying to get 

The new counseling team is 
diverse in background, but 
united in their goal of helping 
Osbourn’s student body.

to the report, and [I’m] like, ‘Man, why isn’t this 
report coming up?’ And they were like, ‘Oh, you 
don’t do that, this person does,’” said Newman.
 Another difference Newman mentioned was 
meeting with businesses and creating new re-
lationships with businesses and people. “[It’s] 
something I didn’t have to do in my previous 
position. But [it’s] very important because there 
are several businesses where we have had our 
students become interns, and so we have to get 
out [there].” Building relationships and keeping 
current ones is an important process that is new 
for the superintendent.
 The students influence a large part of what the 
District of Manassas wishes to accomplish. New-
man believes student investment is crucial.
 “You cannot have a quality education if you’re 
trying to do it in chaos. So...disrespecting teach-
ers and walking out of class or not going to class 
or leaving school...those are things we can’t have. 
I truly believe in Mr. Gabalski and his staff, and 
I’ve had many conversations with him. Your suc-
cess is his top priority,” said Newman.
 Academic success is not the only thing that Dr. 
Newman is concerned about, for he is a frequent 
attendee at Osbourn’s athletics games.
 “I’m not just concerned about what you’re 
doing academically. When you see me in school, 
don’t think that you can’t come and talk to me if 
you have a concern, or if you want to share good 
news, or if you want to let me know about an 
event that you are participating in. I’ll do my best 
to be there. It goes back to all the great things you 
guys are doing that no one wants to talk about.”

- Alexandra Newcomb



the music that must be learned for the year. 
 “[The music]...got boring after a little while 
but it’s pretty good.” said freshman Liam Haber-
man. “I liked the loud part of the music. What I 
don’t like about it is Writings’ on the Wall...we 
always have a slow piece that is boring and long 
and time consuming. The show was too easy.”
 Professional instructors from outside the 
school system help students improve their skills 
throughout the year by teaching new techniques. 
 “Professional musicians coming in, working 

with us would be a pretty good idea...they will 
give us information and more skills like tech-
niques to improve our sounds and support,” said 
senior Gabriel Chase. “I have a few that helped 
me, and the one that stands out in particular...
really helped me get a better sound on the tuba 
and...with a lot of reading a lot of complicated 
rhythms.”
 “Students also learn their positions: where 
and how to march in order to create a visual ef-
fect.” said Chase.
 With everyone putting in effort during band 

04 Sports
Screaming Eagles March On
Osbourn’s marching band begins a new season with a fresh set of competition music, a victori-
ous showing, and performance at home football games

Setting Sights on Higher Heights 

 As the fall sports season quickly comes to a 
close, the freshman volleyball team continues to 
show improvement with each game. With only 
eight people on the freshman team, the players 
must work hard together in order to compete 
with the other freshman teams. Despite their ini-
tial lack of players and new coach, the team has 
done well to secure a multitude of wins. 
 “[Practice] is 
getting tougher, 
but we just got a 
new coach and 
and she’s really 
good to us. I think 
we’re improving 
a lot,” says fresh-
man Madilynn 
Harris. 
 Getting a new 
coach after a few 
weeks into the 
season, the fresh-
man team has 
been putting in 
a lot of effort to 
make up for the 
lost time.
 “[Our coach] 
pushes us pretty 
hard so it’s good,” 
says freshman 
Faith Tutko.
 Tutko is new 
to volleyball, hav-
ing never played 

“[Practice] is getting 
tougher, but we just got a 
new coach and and she’s 
really good to us. I think 
we’re improving a lot.”
 - Madilynn Harris, 9

team and winning our first game, especially be-
cause it was so close,” said Harris.
 The freshman team’s small size accentuates 
the girls’ strong bond.
 “We’re on really good terms, we’ve been doing 
well so far,” said Harris. “I think it’s going well.”
 However, the team still faces hardships. Com-
munication and working together are two as-
pects that many of the girls agree they need to 
work on.
 “As a team, we need to work on...being togeth-
er and calling the ball, and stuff like that,” said 
freshman Brooke Mattick, who has been playing 
since seventh grade, and tried it out because her 
sister played the sport in middle school.
 On the difference between high school and 
middle school volleyball, Mattick said, “there are 
three different teams [in high school], and...we 
work on other things.”
 Even though she’s been playing since middle 
school, there’s always room for improvement, 
and Mattick wants to keep improving.
 “I need to work on just passing,” said Mattick. 
The freshman team also had the opportunity to 
play on the varsity level a few times. Some play-
ers played with the varsity at their Stonewall 
game, and some competed with them in the var-
sity tournament.
 “I got to go to the varsity tournament [and] 
that was a pretty good experience,” says Mattick.
But keeping up with varsity is still hard, accord-
ing to Harris. “I played in the tournament with 
them and then I played Stonewall with them,” 
said Harris.
 With the freshman volleyball team continuing 
to make progress, the future for Osbourn’s vol-
leyball teams is beginning to shine through.

Freshmen Volleyball team end their season with a new coach, 
continue building a strong team bond for the future seasons

 On Sept 15. The OHS Screaming Eagles March-
ing Band went to Woodbridge High School to par-
ticipate in the Woodbridge Viking Invitational. 
The OHS Band was placed in the 2A Class, the 
second smallest group in the competition. 
The marching band scored first place in the mu-
sic category out of 4 other marching bands. Jose 
Alvarez, the OHS Drum Major, scored second 
place in Drum Majoring out of 4 other marching 
bands. 
“I think we did fairly well,” said freshman Austin 
Malos. “There is a lot of stuff we could improve 
on.”
 This year’s OHS Marching Band show is called 
“James Bond, the Heart of A Spy.” The show fea-

tures music such as the James Bond Theme, Writ-
ings’ on the Wall, Live or Let Die, and Die Another 
Day. 
 The Screaming Eagles went through a two 
week training regiment to learn all the funda-
mentals of marching. This period, called band 
camp, is essential for every marching band. Band 
camp helps the students learn and memorize all 

Written by Terrance Luangrath, Staff Writer
Photos courtesy of  Jerry Smith

Ping Pong Club

On October 8th, around 50 students met up 
in Mr. Zodiatis’ class, the club sponsor, to dis-
cuss the establishment of a ping-pong club at 
Osbourn. Senior Kyle Kunzer, the student who 
started the club, began the meeting by sharing 
this with students:
 “A friend and I really enjoyed playing ping- 
pong,” said Kunzer. “It’s something we’ve en-
joyed since seventh grade and we wanted to 
start it freshman year but we never got around 
to it, so we decided to do it senior year.”
 Posters advertising the club were put up 
around the school, stating that it was free to 
join. Seeing these, many students showed up 
to the meeting.
 “We’re hoping to start getting tables around 
November or December,” said Kunzer. “I mean, 
we’re not going to get all the tables at once, it’ll 
be a gradual thing.”
 The club does not yet have access to ping- 
pong tables. They applied for a grant but it was 
delayed, so the tables would arrive in around 
February.
 “We’re thinking of possibly doing… one of 
those restaurant proceed fundraisers at Chick-
Fil-A, but [we] are still trying to figure out 
what we can do,” said Kunzer.
 With the money earned in the fundraisers, 
they are planning to purchase tables, allowing 
students to participate as soon as possible. 
 Another potential source for the ping-pong 
tables is from a teacher. The CTE teacher, Char-
lie Corrick, is donating a table to the ping pong 
club once it is finished.
 “Nobody approached me about the ping 
pong tables. It’s actually a project that I’ve 
been wanting to do for a while. Once I heard 
there’s a ping pong club here, I thought that 
was cool because now I can give it to someone 
who needs it,” said Corrick. 

Emerging sports club gains 
instant popularity

“It’s something we’ve enjoyed since 
seventh grade, and we wanted to start 
it freshman year, but we never got 
around to it.” 

- Kyle Kunzer, 12

Written by Chris Hernandez-Figueroa, 
Staff Writer
Illustration by Madeleine Houser, Staff 
Editor

Written by Madeleine Houser,
Staff Writer
Photos by Kacey Madsen, Staff Photographer

camp, the Screaming Eagles had a complete show 
rehearsed by the end of the two weeks. This is a 
very rare occasion: typically, marching bands do 
not accomplish this much in such a short period.
 In addition to performing “James Bond, the 
Heart of a Spy” in competitions, the marching 

band showed off their performance on the field 
at half time at home football games to the com-
munity.  The band also plays pep tunes to hype 
up the football team and motivate players and 
is responsible for playing the National Anthem 
during varsity football games.
 “The pep tunes seem really bland,” said junior 
Ashley Osorio, who joined the team this year. 
“[Marching band] has been playing [them] every 
year. It honestly feels like that we should really 
reset them every year...more pieces that are very 
[motivational]...it just feels like our pep tunes are 
played so much and really lost its meaning at this 
point.”

“Students learn their positiions: 
where and how to march in order to 
create a visual effect.”
 Gabriel Chase, 12

“We all just kinda came 
together at the end. And 
we were all just...really 
happy.”
 - Faith Tutko, 9

the sport before. Although there are many new 
faces, the bond and synergy between the girls is 
unbreakable.
 “We all just kinda came together at the end. 
And we were all just like - we were all just really 
happy,” says Tutko on winning their first game of 
the season.
 Tutko was asked by her friend Jenna to join the 
volleyball team because they didn’t have enough 
players. Even though it’s her first year, Tutko is 
having a great time.
Other players on the team have also expressed 
that their favorite memory is winning their first 
game.
 “[My best memory so far is] just being with my 
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View from the Top
The class of 2019 faces unique challenges as they cele-
brate their status at the top of the school
 As the new school year begins, a new set of 
seniors prepare to graduate. After four years in 
high school, they anticipate the next step in their 
lives, which varies from student to student. Some 
will be pursuing a traditional college education, 
deciding what university they wish to attend and 
working on applications. There are aspiring pre-
med students, English majors, environmental-
ists, and more. Osbourn’s seniors are prospective 
freshmen at George Mason, Virginia Common-
wealth University, James Madison University, 
and other institutions both in and out of state. 
Many plan to attend NOVA for two years to start 
out, and some plan to apply to military or trade 
schools. 
 “I would like to go to the army because it helps 
with college, there are benefits, and my life will 
be structured,” said senior Joshua Murphy. 
 Before these students can go on to achieve 
their dreams through postsecondary education, 
however, they must go through the grueling ap-
plication process.
 “It is very long, studying for the ASVAB, along 
with the physical and medical tests,” said Murphy 
on the process of applying to the army.

What’s your favorite thing to 
wear in the fall?

“I really 
like hood-
ies or any 

cozy.”

“Puffy 
vests and 

Tims.”

“I like 
dressing by 

layering.”

“I enjoy 
wearing 

flannels and 
oversized 

vintage 
sweaters.”

Koriama Moreno, 9

Chris Palma, 10

Angel Hernandez, 11

Sarah Jimenez, 12

A Fresh Opinion
The class of 2021 adjusts to the high school experience, 
with all its challenges and perks
 Many freshman have a hard time transitioning 
from middle school to high school. It is the first 
big step into the real world of a teenager. There 
are 602 freshman, and the majority are really en-
joying the amount of freedom here. 
 “My favorite thing about high school so far is 
definitely the amount of freedom we get,” said 
freshman Geymi Sanchez. A common grievance 
among students in middle school is that they are 
often treated like younger kids.
 “I realized that I had to be way more mature 
here than at Metz. They definitely want to treat 
us like [the] young adults we are, it’s just a mat-
ter of if we cooperate with them,” said freshman 
Brandon Rios. Not only is there a change in how 
they are treated, but there is also a change in how 
they are taught.
  “One thing I would change is the amount of 
time we spend in a classroom. In Metz, we didn’t 
spend this much time in one class. It’s very dif-
ferent and I’m having a hard time getting used to 
sitting for that long,” said freshman Josh Nguyen. 
Another big change for them is the difficulty of 
the courses.
  “The content we are taught here is definitely 

Eagle Block: The 
Last Straw
In the midst of a new administration, debate is erupting on 
whether Eagle Block should remain in place or be removed
 What do students spend their time doing 
during Eagle Block? Chances are, some are just 
relaxing or playing on their phone or school is-
sued tablets - only occasionally studying or doing 
homework. 
 “I think Eagle Block overall is a good idea, how-
ever, it is not working for Osbourn High School,” 
said Spanish teacher Jazmin Cardoso.
  This is what the new administration fears; 
misuse of valuable time, allocated specifically for 
students to complete homework, to make up as-
signments, to study, and to meet with teachers 
for further understanding of curriculum.
 “I think that Eagle Block can be a very effective 
tool to help our students,” said history teacher  
Michael Rannells. “Unfortunately, I think a lot of 
our students don’t take advantage of the oppor-
tunities that Eagle Block offers when it comes 
to remediation, getting their work made up and 
talking to teachers the way they should.”
 “I think Eagle Block is a good opportunity to 
finish homework and catch up on classes that 
you’re uncertain about,” said school counselor 
Ashley Hull.
 Eagle Block is treated as a study hall, in which 
students may use the time as they choose.
 “I mostly do my work, missing work that I 
have, [or] study or read a book,” stated freshman 
Geymi Sanchez.
 Some teachers are very observant to what 
they think their students are doing during Eagle 
Block.
 “My Eagle Block students—it’s like a mix. 
Some of them are just hanging out, and then 
others are actually going and seeking help...and 
others are doing their work on their computers,” 
said theatre teacher Steve Harvey. “But I would 
say it’s...50 percent hanging out, and then the 
other 50 are actually doing something impor-
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 With their senior status comes a better sense 
of self, for many students.
 “In comparison to my freshman year to now, I 
don’t feel as lost,” said Mendez.
 However, seniors still face many challenges, 
both familiar and new. Classes remain challeng-
ing, perhaps to a greater degree than before, 
application deadlines loom in the near future, 
and students find themselves questioning their 
identity and future paths in life.
 “Balancing school work and family [is a chal-
lenge],” said Mendez. 
 “Deciding what I want to do when I graduate 
[is the biggest challenge I’m facing]” said senior 
Tessa Hammerstrom.
 Regardless of the path each senior follows, 
they want to make the best of their senior year 
and celebrate being upperclassmen. 
 “It’s the best year of high school,” said Ham-
merstrom.
 The year ahead is sure to be full of various 
activities for seniors: from college decisions, to 
prom, to senior trips.

way more challenging than the things we learned 
at Metz. The pace is different as well,” said 
Rios.  
 However, there are always people students 
can go to for help and places to go when they 
need to catch up on homework or other assign-
ments.
 “I really like having Eagle Block. We had some-
thing like it but not as long. I get lots of work 
done in there,” said Ashley Lazo. 
 Another surprise for the freshman was how 
well they got along with the upperclassmen.
  “Freshman are supposed to not be liked by 
like anyone, but I haven’t been put in a locker 
or anything. It’s nothing like movies. The upper-
classmen are cool,” said Rios. 
 Someone is always willing to help, students 
found. The freshman have the help they need and 
kind peers around them to help them get by at 
Osbourn.
  “The environment is really friendly here. I sur-
prisingly have a good time coming to school,” said 
Nguyen. 

tant.”
 Eagle Block is primarily intended for students, 
but some teachers use it as well for various pur-
poses.
 “[I] answer emails, sometimes I use it as a 
planning period, sometimes I use it to meet with 
some of my leadership students,” said Harvey.
 With all of the available opportunities, Eagle 
Block is popular with students, who generally 
oppose its removal from the schedule. 
 “Eagle Block is a good idea because it gives 
kids an opportunity to do missing work that they 
haven’t finished or done during class,” said San-
chez. 
 Teachers and administrators are more divid-
ed on the matter.
 “I think some teachers are in favor [of keeping 
Eagle Block] and some teachers are against it...a 
lot of students, when they come to Eagle Block, 
they either use it to hang out or just go to differ-
ent teachers to hang out,” said Cardoso.
 Almost everyone at Osbourn likes Eagle Block 
in theory, but since it is generally not being used 
for its true purpose, the question remains wheth-
er it can be fixed, or if getting rid of it entirely is 
the solution. 
 “I think teachers want Eagle Block to exist if 
Eagle Block is utilized effectively,” said Rannells. 
“If we can get students to buy in on using that 
time to make up assignments, tests, and work 
with their teachers to learn material that they 
maybe don’t understand...unfortunately, I think 
the teachers are starting to run out of ideas on 
what they can do to get kids to...participate [and] 
use Eagle Block in a good way.”

“ I think Eagle Block overall is a good idea, however, 
it is not working for Osbourn High School.” 

Letters to the Editor
The Talon welcomes letters to the editor. 
All letters must be signed to be consid-
ered for publication; however, the author 
may choose to withhold his/her identity 
upon publication. The Talon reserves the 
right to edit letters for space, grammati-
cal errors and/or inappropriate content. 
Lettes can be delivered to room 1002

- The Talon StaffGraphic by Casey Smith, Staff Artist

What’s Your Favorite Music Genre?

522 people 
surveryed

 - Jazmin Cardoso



06 Opinions
Adios! Assistants
 Every new school year is inevitably a harbin-
ger of change, and this year’s new policies includ-
ed striking out TA, or teacher’s assistant, blocks. 
In most cases, students are no longer allowed to 
be TAs.
 Previously, Osbourn students in their junior or 
senior year could add a TA block to their sched-
ule. The class counted as a pass or fail and gave 
students an opportunity to give back to the teach-
ers they enjoyed by helping mentor younger stu-
dents, in theory.
 “I don’t think TAs were ever in my class,” said 
junior Mackenzie Hastings. The presence of TAs 
usually didn’t change classroom norms. Most 
classes were still taught solely by a teacher, and 
those that did have a student TA weren’t designed 
for the TA to interact with other students. 
 “I would have them grade, help me organize, 
do some non-confidential filing,” said history 
teacher Michael Rannells. “I didn’t use them as 
much as I should have.”
 However, many Osbourn students valued the 
TA position as a scheduling option.
 “I think [it looks good on college applica-
tions],” said sophomore Giselle Carlo.
 “It’s better than having an early release,” said 
senior Caleb Gill. 
 Particularly for seniors who don’t want to take 

The removal of TA blocks comes as a shock to students, espe-
cially those planning to make use of them

on too much coursework, a TA block allowed 
them to remain at school while not pushing 
themselves too hard. When this option was taken 
away, students who planned on being TAs were 
forced to find other options.
 “I think it was not a smart move, honestly,” 
said Hastings. “I’m an office aid, but it’s not as 
fun.”
 Teachers’ opinions on the new policy varied, 
depending on how useful TAs had been for them 
in the past.
 “It hasn’t really affected me all that much...but 
I know others use them a lot more,” said Ran-
nells. “I get where other people need them.”
 Ultimately, the TA experience was what the 
teachers and students in question made of it, and 
the same goes for the classroom experience in 
the absence of teacher’s assistants. 
 “If I had a really good, conscientious TA, then 
they were nice to have, but sometimes I had ones 
that were more trouble than they were worth,” 
said Rannells. “It just kind of depended on the 
kid.”

Book Review: 
“Warcross”
 Marie Lu’s latest novel, Warcross, is a color-
fully imagined adventure in cyberspace, sure to 
dazzle fans of her earlier works in addition to 
new audiences. Author of the well-received Leg-
end and The Young Elites series, Lu is no stranger 
to crafting a compelling narrative populated by 
characters with vibrant personalities and hair 
colors. 
 In addition to holding Marie Lu’s usual flair, 
Warcross is reminiscent of other popular me-
dia that might interest potential readers, while 
maintaining its own style and execution. It could 
be described as a blend of Ready Player One’s 
virtual world, though Warcross focuses more on 
augmented reality; Throne of Glass’s embittered 
protagonist with a tough profession; and Death 
Note’s setting and, surprisingly, contemplations 
on the ethics of criminal punishment.
 The protagonist, rainbow-haired Emika Chen, 
is orphaned and indebted due to her father’s fatal 
illness. She gets by on tips from waitressing and 
from the police, who compensate her for catch-
ing criminals and hackers in both reality and the 
dark web, where Emika’s skills as an elite hacker 
give her an edge.
 Emika’s life is turned upside down when an 
accidental hacking stunt catches the eye of Hideo 
Tanaka, the inventor of the NeuroLink technol-
ogy sweeping the world, and she’s offered a job 
hunting down a high-profile hacker with a siz-
able bounty on his head - across the globe in To-
kyo, where the global Warcross tournament is 
held, the equivalent of the virtual Olympics.
 From there, Emika joins a Warcross team to 
conduct her undercover operation of identify-
ing the hacker, known only as Zero. She comes in 
contact with the world’s top Warcross players, all 

The new sci-fi novel from, Marie Lu, the author of the award-
winning Legend and The Young Elites series

of whom are under her suspicion. The number of 
these characters is ultimately to their detriment, 
as it is hard for readers to invest in them when 
they don’t have the time to become particularly 
memorable. While there’s nothing offensive 
about these minor characters, they pale in com-
parison to those in Marie Lu’s other works, such 
as the malfettos in The Young Elites: a motley but 
intimidating bunch, each with a rich backstory, 
and whom readers are invested in enough to 
mourn those who die in the first book. Marie Lu 
does excel in creating a naturally diverse cast of 
characters, particularly since the setting requires 
it. 
 The far more interesting character comes 
in the form of the love interest, who was well-
teased, as the relationship wasn’t made too obvi-
ous by either the book jacket summary or the in-
troduction of the character. At the same time, the 
relationship didn’t come out of nowhere, which 
could have been awkward. This storyline really 
shines in the final reveal, a one-two punch that 
sets up multiple threads for the series to explore.
 Warcross is a lovable blend of elements that 
is sure to intrigue readers, and does manage to 
become something of its own making. It has ev-
erything going for it: established characters, a 
fantastical futuristic setting, and questions about 
plot and the very nature of humanity, yet to be 
answered. For the series to prove truly much 
greater than the sum of its parts, I’ll eagerly await 
the sequels to this opening act. 
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What’s your favorite scary 
movie and why?

“IT, because 
I’m scared 
of clowns. 
It was so 

scary.”

“The Con-
juring, be-

cause it had 
good plot.”

“The Con-
juring, be-

cause it had 
a lot of jump 

scares.”

“Insidious, 
because it 

psychologi-
cally scared 

me.”

Perla Holguin, 9

Maddie Gabalski, 10

Jennifer Castaneda, 11

Ashley Gaona, 12

Written by Meredith Seaberg & Angie 
Garay, Staff Editor
Illustration by Angie Garay, Staff Artist

Warcross is the first in a new 
series by Marie Lu of the 
same title. The next install-
ment, Wildcard, is also avail-
able in stores and libraries.

What’s your favorite candy?

   Kitkat   Reese’s   Snickers   Twix
    73    37              50             40
 people     people       people     people

   36.4%    18.5%     24.8%    20.3%

~200 people surveryed
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